DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

have permitted it to be used in schools. He was
devoted to his relations, especially to his brother
Ernest, and his boyhood, consecrated to the
acquisition of learning, was extremely happy.

He had, among these relations, a very able uncle,
his father's younger brother.   Uncle Leopold, three
years before Albert's birth, had married into the
English Royal Family and his bride was Princess
Charlotte of Wales, the only child of George, Prince
of Wales, and heiress after her father to the throne of
England.   But she had died in giving birth to a still-
born child, and Uncle Leopold could therefore never
become the husband of the Queen of England nor
the father of a future King.   His election, however,
to be King of the Belgians gave him a consolatory
Grown, and he set himself to procure for his nephew
the destiny of which he himself had been so cruelly
robbed.   Albert's Aunt Victoria, Duchess of Kent,
was the mother of Princess Victoria, a girl just three
months older than himself, and by the time these two
children were ten years old, it had become a practical
certainty that Victoria, if she lived, would become
Queen of England, for her eldest paternal Uncle,
now King George IV, never had another child, and
his  successor  Uncle  William,   Duke  of Clarence:,
though he had a large family by Mrs. Jordan, was
without a legitimate heir.   Albert understood while
he was quite a young boy that Uncle Leopold and
Aunt Victoria and his grandmother were making
plans which concerned him and Cousin Victoria very
closely, but he took little interest in these or in the
female sex generally.   He was the sort of boy who, if